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This was the only fixed thing in him approaching
a principle. He destroyed or allowed to be
destroyed the monastic institutions, which are
the bulwark of the Church; he quarrelled and
broke with the Papacy, which is the principle of
unity in the Church (though in his time a principle
confused and often debated); but he did have a
fixed emotional attachment to the practices of
the Faith, and he never got out of what may be
called the atmosphere of these practices. He
had a constant devotion to the Sacrament of the
Altar and no little of his severity appeared in his
treatment of anyone who denied the Real Pres-
ence. He insisted on the celibacy of the clergy,
on the maintenance of full ritual in the liturgy
and all ecclesiastical discipline under the episco-
pacy, which he formally maintained.
I have said that this side of him may appear
incongruous with all the rest, and it is certainly
strange in our modern eyes, but it is not so
difficult to understand if we put ourselves in the
position of his office and his time. He was
sincere in these feelings, but his sincerity was
reinforced by his vanity and by his constant
insistence upon his political power. He thought
of heresy under its aspect of rebellion, he dis-
liked its variety and its anarchic quality because
he lived by centralized despotism which he had
inherited as a sixteenth century King, and that